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    PROPOSAL  

    

 

GLOBAL REPORTING CENTRE 
 

Innovating the Future of Global Reporting 

 
 

Media companies around the world have closed foreign bureaus and cut back on 

investigative reporting.  While outdated production, dissemination and engagement models 

have bogged down mainstream media, a new space of innovation is emerging.  There is an 

opportunity to build a hub for the support, development and rethinking of global reporting 

in the 21
st
 Century. 

 

The International Reporting Program at the University of British Columbia’s School of 

Journalism has begun to fill this void with a course that allows graduate students to travel 

overseas and carry out enterprise reporting projects.  In addition to training students, the 

program has created award-winning documentaries and multimedia projects, and material 

collected by program fellows while reporting overseas has been used to create a digital 

video archive that is being shared with the public through Creative Commons.  To date, 

The New York Times, The Globe and Mail, PBS Frontline/WORLD, Al Jazeera, CBS 

News, Global TV and United Nations TV have made use of the Program’s free archive, 

which currently consists of 300 hours of footage. 

 

We propose to leverage the success of the International Reporting Program into the 

creation of the Global Reporting Centre, which would be the first university-based institute 

in North America focused exclusively on teaching, practicing and innovating global 

investigative and enterprise reporting.  The primary goals of the Centre will be to support 

the production of high quality global journalism while creating a space for technological 

and practical innovation, public engagement and open online access to content. 

 

Housed inside the University of British Columbia’s Graduate School of Journalism in 

Vancouver, the Centre will offer cross-pollination of ideas on innovative ways to practice 

global reporting in the digital age, using new forms of media to both research and report on 

important global issues. 

 

The Centre’s philosophy will be to challenge and advance existing norms and practices of 

“foreign correspondence.”  Even in the heyday of international reporting, Western 

reporters traditionally “parachuted” into an area for a short period of time, made 

observations and wrote up their findings for their Western audience.  The Centre sees its 

audience as global – not only North American and European readers, viewers and web 

surfers, but interested people worldwide. Responding to the increasing need for thoughtful 

and engaging reporting around the world, the Centre’s faculty and fellows will work 
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alongside local stakeholders, and will follow up on stories long after they have left the 

country.  In short, the Centre will try to foster a more respectful, thorough and sensitive 

approach to global reporting.  

 

The Center’s core activities will be divided into four principle pools: Production, 

Dissemination, Teaching and a Global Reporting Lab. 

 

The Center will enable the Production of a wide range of global reporting.  This will be 

accomplished through a suite of funding and support mechanisms, including:  

 

 Offering yearly visiting fellowships to high-level professionals who want to take on 

major global projects. 

 Creating partnerships with both traditional and new media organizations for joint 

investigations.  

 Funding travel and research stipends to young journalists, in order to scout and 

seed global investigative projects.
1
 

 Offering funding to affiliated members of the Centre to pilot global projects. 

 Fostering relationships with funders interested in supporting major global reporting 

undertakings like documentary films, books or multimedia projects. 

 Maintaining a staff of global reporting editors to oversee production of all Centre 

activities. 

 

The Centre will Disseminate the material produced through global reporting projects and 

initiatives to a variety of mediums: 

  

 Maintaining and publicizing a growing open source digital video and photo archive 

of material collected by fellows and others funded through the Centre.
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 Creating a searchable Creative Commons library of all raw material recorded 

through the Centre’s projects, which will be made publically available.  

 Disseminating research on under-reported global issues through multimedia 

projects, magazine, newspaper and online articles, and documentaries.  

 

The Center will continue to support the Teaching of global reporting.  We will build on 

the successes of the International Reporting Program, by expanding to include: 

 

 Training graduate journalism students through the School’s International Reporting 

Program. The program is currently funded for 10 years, but under the auspices of 

the Centre, it will be endowed so it can continue past the initial pilot phase. 

 Supporting partnerships with other university institutions working and teaching in 

the fields of international affairs and political science. 

                                                 
1
 The Program has already funded a pilot seed project, a documentary about abuse of women in the Ugandan 

Lord’s Resistance Army, produced by former IRP fellow Jodie Martinson.  The resulting teaser reel has 

received widespread support by funder and broadcasters in Canada and the US for full production. 
2
 All journalists, students and others who have their work or research funded through the Centre will donate 

their material into the Centre’s Creative Commons library, as a condition of their participation. 
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 Creating partnerships with international institutions and the franchising of a course 

modeled on the International Reporting Program that could be taught at other 

university journalism departments or related programs around the world. 

 UBC funding permitting, launching a 4
th

 year undergraduate course on Global 

Journalism, taught by faculty and fellows associated with the Centre.  

 

In order to better understand, experiment with, and innovate global reporting practices, the 

Center will create a Global Media Lab. Activities will include: 

 

 Technology: Partner with private sector tech companies (such as Google and 

Microsoft) and university based research labs to develop next generation 

platforms for global news creation, media consumption, and information sharing. 

 Financing: Alongside private sector media firms and venture funds, experiment 

with new funding models and incentive structures for media startup financing. 

 Research: Develop major research collaborations with the top academic institutions 

working at the intersection of technology and international affairs. 

 Start-up Accelerator: Host, mentor and kick-start small non-profit and for-profit 

startups working in the media and global issues space. 

 Training: An entrepreneurial course which would bring together technologists, 

engineers, journalists, computer scientists, business students, and international 

affairs researchers to develop and pitch new media products to a panel of 

international professionals. 

 Public Engagement: Host a series of forums featuring innovators in international 

affairs and media, broadcast live and widely available online. 

 

 

About the International Reporting Program: 

 

The International Reporting Program has received considerable attention since its formal 

creation in 2009.  In the Program’s first year, students (called fellows), under the 

supervision of Professor Peter W. Klein, won an Emmy Award for their investigative 

documentary “Ghana: Digital Dumping Ground,” which explores the health, 

environmental and security impacts of electronic waste. The resulting Frontline/WORLD 

documentary was nominated in two categories: Outstanding Investigative Journalism and 

Outstanding Research, and it beat out such contenders as CBS 60 Minutes, ABC Nightline 

and HBO as the top magazine investigative project of 2009. The following year, fellows 

created the web project “Cheap Shrimp, Hidden Costs,” which showcases a yearlong 

reporting project on the environmental impact of intensive shrimp farming. The students 

partnered with The Globe and Mail to produce a web video project for the Globe’s food 

series.  Recently, “Cheap Shrimp, Hidden Costs” was nominated for a prestigious 2011 

Online News Association Award in the category of Online Video, Small Site, as well as 

the 2011 Canadian Online Publishing Awards.  In 2011, the fellows traveled to Uganda, 

Ukraine and India, examining why half the patients in the world have little-to-no access to 

morphine to address medical pain.  The Program produced a well-received multimedia 

project, a half hour documentary for Al Jazeera English, a two-part magazine piece for 

Global 16x9 and a magazine segment for CBS Sunday Morning. 
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About the University of British Columbia and the Graduate School of Journalism: 

 

The University of British Columbia is consistently ranked among the top 40 universities in 

the world, and it has earned a stellar reputation as a leader in global issues.  The Liu 

Institute for Global Issues is a solutions-oriented think tank of world affairs.  The Centre 

for Applied Ethics has faculty members who conduct leading research on matters related to 

world politics and economics.  The university’s world-class Sauder School of Business, 

and departments like First Nations Studies, Political Science and Asian Studies all 

contribute to a multi-discipline approach to global matters. 

 

Students and Faculty at the Graduate School of Journalism work with all these departments 

among others. In just over a decade of existence, the School has earned a reputation as a 

leader in multimedia journalism and international reporting.  Student projects have earned 

the highest honours in journalism.  The School’s faculty come from some of the most 

prestigious news organizations in the world, including BBC, CBS News, CBC, The New 

York Times and The Globe and Mail.  They have become leaders in the fields of reporting 

on global health, climate change, aboriginal issues and human rights, as well as other 

important topics.  Faculty members also excel in the scholarly study of the changing media 

landscape.   

 

The School has state-of-the-art cameras and editing equipment, a networked XSAN editing 

system, as well as a networked archive infrastructure that the Centre will be able to utilize. 

As the first university-based Centre of its kind in North America, the Global Reporting 

Centre will be able to access and engage with the diverse expertise already established at 

UBC in order to foster new ideas and approaches to global reporting. The university will 

provide a thoughtful and creative space for innovation, creativity, and experimentation.  

 

 

Proposed Centre Faculty Include: 

 

Peter W. Klein: 

Peter Klein, the Director of the International Reporting Program and Acting Director of the 

School of Journalism, is a three-time Emmy Award-winning journalist and filmmaker.  

Since 1999 he has also served as a producer for the CBS News program 60 Minutes, where 

he has reported on everything from the Iraq War to the AIDS crisis in India to land 

disputes in Kenya.  He was one of the founding producers of New York Times Television, 

and has worked as a staff producer for such esteemed programs as ABC News Nightline 

and 20/20.  He was also the Creator and Executive Producer of the Emmy nominated 

History Channel (US) series Beyond Top Secret. Klein has written for US publications 

including The New York Times, The Christian Science Monitor, among others.  He holds 

an MS in Journalism from Columbia and a BA in Philosophy from Pennsylvania State 

University.  

 

Alfred Hermida: 
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Alfred Hermida is an online news pioneer, digital media scholar and journalism 

educator.  An award-winning journalist, Hermida is a 16-year veteran of the BBC and was 

a founding news editor of the BBC News website in 1997.  He served as a BBC foreign 

correspondent in the Middle East, covering military coups, presidential assassinations and 

the Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations.  During his time BBCnews.com’s daily news 

editor, the site won the BAFTA for best news website four years in a row. His has written 

for The Globe and Mail, The Wall Street Journal, The Times of London, The Guardian and 

NPR.  He holds a post-graduate diploma in International Journalism from City University, 

London. He also has a Master of Arts in Latin American Studies from University College, 

London, and a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations (First Class Honours) from 

Staffordshire University, Stoke-on-Trent. 

 

David Rummel: 

David Rummel is Senior Producer for News and Documentary at The New York Times, 

where he is responsible for producing Public Affairs television documentaries with Times 

for a variety of television outlets in conjunction with companion print articles. He has also 

worked as a Senior Producer for ABC News and a Producer of the Investigative Unit, 

Senior Producer for NBC News Dateline, and Producer for CBS News 60 Minutes.  

During his career, Rummel has won numerous Emmys, the Columbia-duPont Silver Baton, 

and the Goldsmith Prize for Investigative Reporting, as well as George Foster Peabody 

Awards, George Polk Awards, I.R.E. Investigative Reporter and Editor Awards, and 

Overseas Press Awards, among others.  He holds a Masters in Journalism from the 

University of Missouri. 

 

Erin Baines: 

Erin Baines is an Assistant Professor at the Liu Institute for Global Issues, an Adjunct 

Professor in the Department of Political Science and a Faculty Associate at the Institute of 

Gender, Race and Social Justice at the University of British Columbia. Baines is the Co-

founder of the Justice and Reconciliation Project (JRP) in Gulu, Uganda. She is a 

consultant to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, World Food 

Programme, United Nation’s Children Fund, International Development Research Centre 

and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. She was awarded the Henry 

Frank Guggenheim Prize for her research in reducing violent conflict. 

 

Taylor Owen: 

Taylor Owen is the Senior Editor of opencanada.org and the Research Director for the 

Munk Debates. He received his doctorate from the University of Oxford where he was a 

Trudeau Scholar. Owen has been a lecturer at the Trudeau Center for Peace and Conflict 

Studies at the University of Toronto, Research Fellow at the Center for Global Governance 

at the LSE, Fellow in the Genocide Studies Program at Yale University, has worked as a 

researcher at the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo and the International 

Development Research Center. Owen is currently a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow at the Liu 

Institute for Global Issues.  

 

 

 

 


